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alliances. When they are not busy with their fields,
hunting, fishing, or trading, they are less in their
own Houses than in those of their friends; if they
fall sick, or desire anything for their health, there
is a rivalry as to who will show himself most oblig-
ing. If they have something better than usual, as I
have already said, they [147] make a feast for their
friends, and hardly ever eat it alone. In their mar-
riages there is this remarkable custom,— they never
marry any one related in any degree whatever, either
direct or collateral; but always make new alliances,
which is not a little helpful in maintaining friend-
ship. Moreover, by this so common habit of fre-
quent visitation, as they are for the most part fairly
intelligent, they arouse and influence one another
wonderfully; so that there are almost none of them
incapable of conversing or reasoning very well, and
in good terms, on matters within their knowledge.
The councils, too, held almost every day in the Vil-
lages, and on almost all matters, improve their capac-
ity for talking; and, although it is the old men who
have control there, and upon whose judgment depend
the decisions made, yet every one who wishes may
be present, and has the right to express his opinion.
Let it be added, also, that the propriety, the courtesy,
and the civility which are, as it were, the flower and
charm of ordinary human conversation, are to some
extent observed among these Peoples; they [148]
call a polite person Azendawasti. 'To be sure, you do
not observe among them any of those hand-kissings,
compliments, and those vain offers of service which
do not pass beyond the lips; but, nevertheless, they
render certain duties to one another, and preserve,
through a sense of propriety, certain customs in their



